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TAe following interesting Narrative, taken from authentic 
documents, is presented to the public as a testimony to the 
efficacy of Divine Grace, livingly exemplified in the ex- 
perience of a dear and valued Friend; and is intended as 
an incitement to all to follow in simple obedience, as she did, 
the leadings and guidance of the Holy Spirit ; so that they 
may be favoured to walk in the Light; and in the end to 
reap " the reward of the inheritance" — even eternal life, 
through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 
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Susanna Lightfoot, (according to the account given 
by Friends of Uwchlan Monthly Meeting, in Penn- 
sylvania, in their Testimony concerning her,) was 
bora at Grange, in the county of Antrim, in the 
North of Ireland, the 10th of the First Month, (old 
style,) 1719-20; she was descended of religious parents 
professing the Truth, — John and Margaret Hudson. 
Her father dying in low circumstances when she was 
young, she was placed out by her mother to earn her 
living by her own labour, who nevertheless sought a 
portion in the Truth for her daughter, esteeming it 
the best riches; and lived to see the desire of tier 
heart in that respect, in a degree accomplished; for 
the tendering visitations of Divine love l>eing mercifully 
extended to this our dear Friend, early in life, she 
happily closed it therewitli, and witnessed an advance- 
ment in piety and godUness. Such was her love of 
the Truth, and zeal for the attendance of Meetings, 
when young, that she would go many miles on foot to 
them; and being an honest servant, laboured hard to 
make up the time to her employer. In these times, 
her cup was often made to overflow with the goodness 
of the Lord to her soul ; which she has frequently 
been heard to speak of with tenderness of spirit, for 
the encouragement of servants and others in low cir- 
cumstances; and that the rich and full, who have 
horses to ride on, and are blessed both with the neces- 
saries and conveniences of life, might prize their time 
and privileges, and bring forth fruits adequate to the 
favours conferred on them. 

A dispensation of the Gospel was committed to her 
to preach, to which she gave up in the seventeenth 



ifear of her age ; and we have reason to think, she 

grew therein aa a willow by the water course ; for in 
the exercise thereof, with the unity of her friends at 
home, she went over to America, with Ruth Courtney, 
in the latter part of the year 1 737, and paid a religious 
visit to Friends generally on that continent, we believe 
to good satisfaction. 

From a valuable minister and contemporary, who 
was visiting meetings in Ireland, in the neighbour- 
hood where she resided, we have the following account 
of her: — "I was accompanied by my dear friend, 
Susanna Lightfoot, then Hatton, to such meetings as 
she could get out to attend. The work of (he Lord 
appeared to me to be deeply rooted in her: I was 
much affected with her inwardness, fervency, and 
tenderness of spirit out of meetings, as well as her 
awful utterance in meetings. 

In 174'2, she married Joseph Hatton, a linen- 
weaver. She had twins at her first con6neraent, and 
had them both to nurse herself. Robert Richardson, 
coming to the Half-year's Meeting, at Dublin, col- 
lected, from a few Friends, about £30. for herself and 
husband, which enabled them to open a huckster'a 
shop in Lisburn. Whilst she was capable of attending 
it, (he shop seemed likely to do well; but, again 
having twins, and being obliged to nurse them both 
herself, she was prevented attending to the business, 
Ab soon as she could inspect the stale of her affairs, 
she found them neglected and impaired, which fixed 
such a weight on her mind, that she went herself to 
the creditors, and desired them to come and seize 
what was left, hoping there would be, as yet, enough 
to pay them, but thinking there would be little or 
nothing over. Hereupon, a Friend in Lurgan, who 
had about a three-years' unexpired lease of a little 
land, with a cabin upon it, at a moderate rent, out of 
regard to her, offered her the remainder of his lease ; 
which she accepted. Hither then, in a poor plight, 
they removed. When I was in Ulster, in 1749, their 
time on this spot was almost expired. I was often at 





Largan on this journey, passing and repassing, e 
I daily went to see her, and always thought I got 
good by it; I ever found her in such an excellent 
frame of mind. Her husband kept two looms going, 
and she kept two cows, and they saved a little 
money; but seeing no prospect of any land to be 
taken thereabouts, except at an exorbitant rent, they 
both concluded to remove themselves and children to 
America, and while I was there, applied for a certifi- 
cate; but divers Friends were so affected with the 
thoughts of her leaving them, that they contributed 
their cares and endeavours to get her resettled amongst 
them. Yet future trials and troubles were to attend 
her. Sometimes she had not a bit of food for herself 
or her children, nor a farthing to procure any; but 
when reduced to the last extremity, and ashamed lo 
make her case known, sudden relief would come in 
from one quarter or other. Besides, she underwent 
harsh and severe persecution for that testimony to 
plainness, against pride, and the violation of our 
Christian testimony, which was required of her as a 
duty. Through all these things, she grew brighter 
and more excellent in her ministry. Her situation 
continued in this destitute way, until it was dis- 
covered by Friends of Leinster and Munster, on a 
national visit. She had then several invitations ; 
but her way opened to go to Waterford, whither 
she was assisted by her friends to remove herself and 
family. She left Ulster, much regretted by ihe reli- 
^ous part of Friends in that province, amongst whom 
she had been a bright and excellent instrument. Not 
one in those large meetings rose up with that Divine 
authority and dignity that she did. In ibis journey, 
I was at two Province meetings, in Lurgan, after 
which Robert Richardson and i went to see Susanna ; 
we found many Friends of the better sort in her cabin ; 
a sweet silence arose amongst us; after which, she 
preached (he Gospel to us with such penetrating energy, 
tliat there were few, if any, dry eyes present. After 
her coming to settle in Waterford, sne visited Car* 
a2 



low, Mountmelick, &c., Sic. A Friend put four 
guineas into my hand, and desired me to present her 
with them, which I did ; but she refused to accept 
them, telling me, she had others offered before, in 
that journey, but durst not receive them, being under 
no present necessity. Her children grew up, and 
many Friends conceived such an affection and esteem 
for her, that her soijs were readily taken as appren- 
tices, gratis; and her daughter, or daughters, brought 
under the care of another Friend, in good circumstances. 

In the year 1759 her husband died, after whicli 
a Friend of Waterford dying, left her £15 per annum 
during her life; and in 1760, being constrained by 
the love of Truth, and having the concurrence of 
her friends at home, and of the Meeting of Ministers 
and Elders in London, she entered on a second visit 
to America, which for many years had rested weightily 
on her mind. In the Ninth month of the same 
year, she arrived, and visited Friends' Meetings gen- 
erally throughout that continent, as far south as 
Charleston, in South Carolina, and to the eastern parts 
of New England, to the comfort and satisfaction of 
Friends, leaving seals of her ministry in many places ; 
and after a labour of upwards of two years, embarked 
for England. 

In the summer following she visited Munster Pro- 
vince in Ireland, And on the 25th of the Ninth month, 
1763, she was married to our Friend, Thomas Light- 
foot; and continuing fervent in spirit for the discharge 
of her religious duties, finished her visit to that nation 
by midsummer following. 

In the beginning of the Eighth month, 1764-, she 
embarked at Cork with her husband and family, for 
the purpose of settling in America, and arrived In the 
Ninth month following, from which time she belonged 
to Uwchlan Monthly Meeting in Pennsylvania, whereof 
she was a valuable member. Beside other religious 
services, she was engaged in the love of the Gospel, 
to visit many of the meetings of Friends, of that and 
the adjacent Governments; also the neighbouring 



ily-ineetings : and in the year 1774<, went into 
New England, with Elizabeth Robinson, from Great 
Britain; in which visits her company and services were 
weighty, strengthening, and establishing to Friends. 
At divers meetings previous to the breaking forth of 
ihe American war, she had, in an awful manner, to 
proclaim the approach of a stormy day, which would 
shake the sandy foundations of men; and many of 
the formal professors of our Society should be blown 
away. The last journey she took was to the Yearly- 
meeting at Third Haven, in Maryland, held in the 
Sixth month, 1779, wherein deep wading and wasting 
exercise, with feebleness of body, was her lot. 

Soon after her return home, a fit of Illness con- 
tributed much to the breaking of her constitution; 
but the balm of sweet peace of mind was still her 
comfort and support. She recovered, so as to get 
abroad again to her own and many other meetings, 
about Ihe country, and to the Yearly-meeting, in 
Philadelphia, though in a weak state of health. The 
last meeting she attended, was the Select meeting at 
Uwchlan, the 27th of the First month, 1781, under 
increasing weakness of body, but to the comfort of 
Friends then assembled. 

She was an excellent example of steady waiting 
Dpon the Lord in silence ; and out of meetings solid 
and grave in her deportment, instructive and weighty 
in conversation, watchful over her own family for their 
good, bearing her testimony against wrong things in 
them as well as others; of a discerning spirit; and 
when her lot was cast in families as well as meetings, 
was often led to feel for and sympathise with the 
hidden suffering seed. Having passed through the 
deep waters of affliction herself, her eye was not un- 
used to drop a tear for and with others in distress, 
either in body or mind, and she rejoiced in comforting 
and doing them good. 

She was a living and powerful minister of the word, 
careful not to break silence in meetings, until favoured 
with a fresh anointing from the Holy One; whereby 





ihe was preserved clear in her openings, a\ 
weighty in prayer ; her voice being solemn and awaken- 
ing under the baptizing power of Truth. 

Many were the heavenly seasons with which she 
was favoured during a lingering illness, in some of 
which she was led to express herself in a lively edify- 
ing manner, and often, with Divine pertinence, to the 
states of those who were present; as also her belief 
that she should join the spirits of the just made perfect, 
in that city, whose walls are salvation, and her gates 
praise." 

The following account of her last illness, we have 
from the memoranda of her husband: 

" My dear wife has for some months past, been in a . 
declining state of bodily health. In the First month, 
1781, she, with some difficulty, attended our little 
Select meeting at Uwchlan, when she was livingly 
opened, and concerned to drop excellent counsel to 
us ; and indeed, in several such opportunities of late, 
her appearances were such, as gave us reason to ap- 
prehend her stay amongst us would not be long. Her 
weakness has gradually increased; she was this morn- 
ing (2mo. 2) seized with great affliction of body, and 
trouble in breathing; when being with difficulty set- 
tled in bed, I said to her, " my dear, thou art almost 
overdone ;" she replied, " Yes ; I have not had such a 
trying evening for a great while, but there is One can 
relieve me, if it be His holy will." Shortly after this 
conflict, a calm and solemn silence ensued, and con- 
tinuing a few minutes quiet, with her eyes shut as if 
asleep, she began to make melody with her voice, 
bespeaking heavenly joy, and then spoke, in a clear 
and audible manner, as follows: "I have had a prospect 
this evening of joining the heavenly host, in singing 
praises unto Zion's King; for which favour, my soul 
and all that is sensible within me, magnifies that Arm 
that has been with me from my infant days, and which 
cast up a way where there was no way, both by sea 
and land." She then spoke of the great exercise and 
concern she had laboured under for the good of soula. 



1 how it had wounded her very life, to behold the 
profesEors of Christianity working despite to the Spirit 
of Divine Grace in their own hearts, and acting incon- 
sistently witli the example of a crucihed Saviour ; with 
more to the same effect, to the tendering of all present. 

Snio. 3rd. She was in great distress of body moat 
of the day, and was frequently heard in a low voice, 
supplicating the Lord for the continuation of his help, 
and that she might be endued with patience to endure 
the afflictions he might be pleased to lay on her whilst 
here, saying, — "O! what would become of me now, 
if I had a wounded conscience, which I have not; 
the work with me is not now to do." She frequently 
mentioned her sense of the purity of that place, into 
which no unclean thing can enter. Two Friends 
coming in, and asking her how she did, she said, " I 
am hastening away as a post to the stage ;" adding, to 
"such who have lived as we have done, (alluding to 
herselfand her husband) it is hard to nature to part; 
but that may be made easy." 

2mo. 4th. She said to me, " My dear, do I dis- 
cover any signs of impatience ?" I replied, " No," 
she said " Our Saviour suSered patiently." She spoke 
of the necessity there was of being redeemed from all 
impurity, if we would enter the kingdom of heaven ; 
and, after a pause, alluding to her funeral, said: — 
" Perhaps, if the roads are not too bad, some Friends 
may attend from a distance;" adding, she believed it 
would be a good meeting. Having sent yesterday, to 
Philadelphia, for Dr. George Logan, for whom she 
had entertained an affection from his childhood; who 
asking her on his arrival, how she did, she replied, 
" Hasting away as a post to the stage." — After a 
pause, the doctor informed her he had brought her 
some medicine, which he thought might strengthen 
and relieve her if she was free to take it ; to which she 
answered: — ' If it is thy pleasure; but my depen- 
dence is on the Great Physician.' However, she took 
the medicine and was relieved by it. 

Sfoo. 7tb. About nine this morning, a severe St 



of coughing, attended with pain, came on. A Friend 
coming in, and asking her how she did, she said, 
"passing away," and after a silent pause, added, "If 
" it will be any satisfaction to my Friends, I may say, 
" I have never murmured at my being sick : He who 
"gave life has a right to take it, when, and which 
" way he pleases ; there is nothing for which I would 
" desire to live, but to be with an aiFectionate husband, 
"and to see Truth prosper ; I feel as great a love to 
"the testimony now, as in my younger days, but it 
"will not prosper with those who prefer their own 
"gods before it; and this winnowing day must come 
"closer to the dwellings of some, than ever it has done, 
" even to the shaking of them from their gods of silver 
" and of gold, hay or stubble, before they will give up 
" in a proper manner." 

2mo. I4th. This evening she had a sweet heavenly 
time in supplication on behalf of the churches, and 
particularly on behalf of the youth both here and in 
the land of her nativity. Two young women who were 
present were much tendered, 

SSnd and ^rd. She had intervals of ease and rest, 
and even when in pain, had frequently to sing the 
song of Moses and the Lamb, from a joyous foretaste 
of that happiness which will be the saints' inheritance 
to all eternity. This day, came to see her, some 
truly loving Friends, among whom was a near and 
dear cousin, who had lately lost her husband; and 
whom my dear wife had a great desire to see. It was 
a time of much weeping between them, and tender- 
ness with and amongst us all. 

2mo. 25th. First day, she was very low, under exer- 
cise on account of her children; she spoke concerning 
the woman of Canaan, who solicited her Lord on behalf 
of her daughter, that was vexed with a devil, to whom 
he said, "It is not meet to take the children's bread 
and cast it unto dogs." " Truth Lord, (said she,) yet 
the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from the Master's 
table i" upon whose fervent importunity, he was plea- 
sed to say, (which gracious conclusion she repeated 





with a raised voice) " O woman, great is thy faith ! 
be it unto thee, even as thou wilt !" She desired her 
son Robert to read this portion of Scripture at his 
leisure. She also spoke of the necessity there was for 
Friends to guard against keeping, in their families, 
persons of corrupt morals, and evil communications, 
which have a tendency to poison the young and ten- 
der minds of their children ; and observed, that she 
thought Eome parents' heads were besmeared with the 
blood of their offspring thereby ; the consideration of 
which had grieved her many times. 

Smo, 3rd. Two or three Friends coming in, she 
remarked that she had been confined about four weeks, 
and B^d, " He who knows all things best, knows why 
"it is so; but I may say, 1 have been mercifully 
" favoured with patience and willingness, to leave all 
" to him who is ihe great I AM, and the Disposer of 
"all things, before whom I have walked with humble 
"diffidence from my younger years; I am still a poor 
"diffident creature, and sometimes, when I have 
" heard servants make so free as to call Him Master, 
" I have wondered and been afraid, lest I was not 
" pure enough to call him so." Sh^ spoke encouragingly 
to those about her, exhorting them to be faidiil to 
the Lord, that they might witness that love to abound, 
which casteth out all slavish fear, that they all might 
be faithful to their gift; adding, " If it should please 
" Providence to raise me up, so as to get to Uwchlan 
"meeting again, 1 may probably have something to 
" say, as in one of the last meetings 1 was at there, I 
"had, and was put by. One Friend had a sense 
"thereof, and spake to me about it, and I thought I 
"felt the spirit of another, which I was glad of for 
" their sakes." She said she remembered, when she 
was young, and at a meeting in the City of London, 
where she perceived the spirit of prayer to move from 
(Mie end of the gallery to the other, before any one 
would give up to it : " O ! it is a Sne thing to sit in 
lively meetings, and to witness the holy oil to run as 
firom vessel to vessel," &c. 




Smo. 5th. She was this evening much oppressed by 
a cough and difficulty of breathing, she prayed for 
patience to endure the fiihng up the measure of her 
afflictions, that she might be thoroughly fitted for her 
change ; and be favoured with an easy passage. 

3mo. 6th. She was, in great submission to the 
Divine will, very desirous of being released out of this 
frail body. When sitting behind her in bed and bear- 
ing her up, I bid her lean on me, she sweetly an- 
swered, " I do, as on the breast of a beloved spouse, 
" as indeed thou hast been to me, but I desire thou 
" mayest give me up as cheerfully as thou canst, into 
" the hands of Him whom we have reason to believe 
"brought us together; we have frequently mingled 
" our tears under a sense of his goodness overspread- 
" ing us: O/i .' what an excellent thing it ig to be rig/illy 
"joined together in marriage/ there are too few note 
"a dayi who know what it is/" She mentioned the 
grievous effects attending husband and wife drawing 
differently, the ill example of it, and the great havocK 
and disruption it produced in families. 

3mo. 7th. This morning, she sweetly sung to that 
Rock which had been her Ebenezer, frequently raising 
her hand, and laying it on her innocent breast, then 
flowing with peace and joy in the Holy Ghost; and, 
after a season, spoke nearly as follows : " When I 
"have gone to meetings and sat down, and cast mine 
" eyes over the people, — Oh! how I have been grieved 
" to see the haughtiness of the young men, as well as 
"the folly of the young women, gazing one upon 
"another, as if there was nothing to do, but just to 
"come to meetings, to see and be seen. Will not the 
" Lord visit for these things ! yea, surely he will, and 
"bring to an account these haughty sons, and forget- 
"ful daughters. I have been grieved for these things 
"when I have sat in meetings, as with my lips sealed; 
"and yet there is a remnant even amongst the youth, 
"who are near unto the life;" but she thought the 
number was smaller amongst the young men than 
the young women. The same day she made some 



remarks concerning the peculiarity of her trials in Iier 

Jfouth. In her first coming forth in the ministry, her 
ot was cast in a poor part of tlie nation as to Truth, 
many pulling back, but few or none helping forward. 
She was taken as from the milking pail, earning her 
bread by the dint of labour and industry, and called to 
bear testimony against wrong things, through many 
difficulties outwardly, as well as perils from false 
brethren, to which some, even in this land, were not 
strangers; that some of her friends would have had 
her keep a journal or history of her life and suSerings, 
which, had she complied with, would have been a 
large one. 

Smo. 9th. This morning spake encouragingly to 
Peter Yarnall, who had, when young, forsaken the broad 
way, and taken up his daily cross, and who afterwards 
became a valuable minister among Friends. 

Smo, I5th. A Friend from New York government 
paid us a visit, and was concerned in prayer by her 
bed-side; af^er which she had feelingly to repeal some 
of her experience and sufferings in her first coming 
forth in the ministry j and she also expressed a sense 
of the sympathy she had with our said Friend, in his 
extraordinary labours amongst us; upon which she, 
and all present, were broken into great tenderness. The 
Friend afterwards observed to me, that she was rightly 
led, and that her language was to him intelligible, and 
tended to his encouragement and satisfaction. 

Smo. 23rd. My dear wife urged me to go to the 
Spring meeting, she believed she might live some 
weeks, and it would give her pain if I did not go; 
nindry subjects of great importance were to be con- 
sidered of in the Select meeting; therefore, she ad- 
vised me, and a mutual Friend, to go and get down 
deep. We went, and 1 returned home on the 28th 
instant, bringing with me my beloved young friend, 
Nancy Emlen. We found my dear wife in much the 
same low state of health as when I \etX her. I had, 
wbilst in town, a letter from our son Joseph, in Ire- 
land, with comfortable intelligence. On my reading 
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it to her, she said, with Jacob of old, " It ia enoughi 
Joseph is yet ahve;" construing the passage not only 
to mean a natural life, but also alive in the Truth. 
She had a hope it was in a good degree the experience 
of both her sons; and she frequently prayed that it 
might be more and more their happy portion. 

4ino. 2nd. This morning, a committee of the 
Monthly Meeting visited our family; we held our 
meeting in the parlour; my dear wife being too weafe 
to bear the exercise thereof in her chamber. Upon 
Friends taking leave of her, she spoke comfortably to 
them, to the tendering of all hearts present. This 
day, with much difficulty, she gave excellent advice 
to a grandson who came to see jier. In the evening, 
lying in bed, under much oppression of breathing, b' 
said, "01 to be ready for the midnight cry, behold 
the bridegroom cometh '. go ye forth to meet him ; 
having oil in your vessels ; — having on the breast- 
plate of Righteousness, the sword of the Spirit, and 
taking unto us the shield of Faith, whereby we may 
be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked !" 
And a short time after, on my waiting on her, she said, 
"O my lovet thou art doing much more for me in 
the name of a disciple, than giving a cup of cold 
water; mayest thou be rewarded." After a little 
pause, she added, " it was nothing short of the invisible 
holy Hand that brought us together, and I hope 
nothing else will be able to separate us. We have 
mourned together, and we have rejoiced together; I 
once feared the powers of the eaith, the dark confused 
powers, would have been suffered to part us, but now 
1 Ibink otherwise ;" and many, yea, very many, were 
her sweet persuasives, and exhortations to iaithfulm 
and to a deep indwelling with the Lord ; to mind the 
jKiintingfi of His holy Finger; and then he would I 
more to me than she could possibly be. 

4mo. 5th. Between twelve and one this morning, 
an alarming change took place with my dear wife; she 
being in great pain, said, "0 may the staff still 
accompany the rod ! as the servant of the Lord said^ 



' thy rod and thy staff comfort me ;' and may I say 
with Job, * shall we receive good at the hand of the 
Lord, and shall we not receive evil:'" and after a 
season of sore conflict, and supplication, that the best 
Help might be near to support, she had to say, "Glory! 
glory! glory! be given to Hira who alone can relieve 
the poor and the needy;" and with hands uplifted, she 
triumphed in a heavenly song. 

4mo. 6th. Her friend, Nancy Emlen, remarks as 
follows; "Our honourable Friend is, to all appearance, 
drawing near to the conclusion of this life ; her weak- 
ness is so great she can scarcely speak, nevertheless, 
at times, a Divine Power gives supernatural aid, and 
animates her to expressions, with a strength marvellous 
in our eyes; tending to the praise of, and confidence 
in, that holy Help, through which we are enabled to 
do all things whatsoever His wisdom appoints us to 
do. She has just borne the following testimony, in lan- 
guage that 1 cannot do justice to, but the purport 
was, — "The Lord will search Jerusalem; he will 
thoroughly search the Quakers; he will blow away 
the chaff, but the wheat, — Oh, the weighty wheat! 
he wilt gather into his Holy garner. It seems to me 
that many of the better sort amongst us are hastening 
to the grave ; I do not repine at afQictions, for how 
small are they to His who suffered for us all, even 
in that tiying moment, when He said, 'My God! my 
God! why hast thou forsaken me?' The pure in 
spirit shall see God; I do not call myself one of them, 
but I have often been burdened with impurity — with 
impure spirits that bring darkness into meetings. O 
the professors of Truth ! how often have I thought of 
their great privileges; how often have they been called 
unto, and watered, but yet remain unredeemed! — 
there is such an impurity about their spirits! If these 
refuse, they will be rejected, and others brought in. 
iMany will be taken from the tail of the plough, and 
from the milking pail : — The Lord will have his table 
filled. He will have a people that will stand for his 
great name. He will not own the high-flying Quakers; 
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No. No! He is of purer eyes than to behold iniquity 
in Jacob, or transgression in Israel, with any degree 
of allowance; but he will take care of his little ones; 
O Lord! taie them into thy bosom, and lead them 
safely along, even thy visited children, both in this 
country, and in the land of my nativity, and in Eng- 
land ; and wlien thou givest them a word to speak, let 
it be spoken according to thy command." After some 
time, asking for a Friend, she said, " Anne, my dear, 
" I had something to say to thee about the city, whose 
"folly I would not call iniquity, but I believe, upon 
" strict examination, it may be called the iniquity, of 
"laying out their dead. It has been a burden to me 
" many times of late ; when I have been there I have 
"wondered at the pomp and vanity, and for no good 
" purpose at all, but to be buried with the mouldering 
" body. I don't doubt but it would amount to pounds i 
"and how much better it would be to throw the money 
"into some poor Friend's family, than use it so; 1 
" did not know but 1 should have mentioned it at the 
" Yearly Meeting, but I got enfeebled, and I prayed 
"it might rest upon some others, that it might be 
"done, if not then, at some other time;" and she 
hoped the Friend would mention it, if it was on her 
mind. The Friend replied, it had often been a burden 
to her. To which she added, "O! 1 bad it to say 
" to thee, and perhaps it will be a spur to thee." la 
the afternoon, she mentioned some of the words of 
Amos, viz: " I was no prophet, neither was I a pro- 
" phet's son, but 1 was a herdsman, and a gatherer of 
" sycamore fruit ;' low employment :' " "but" alluding 
to the passage in Hannah's song of thanksgiving, she. 
said, "the Lord raiseth up the poor out of the dust^ 
"and lifteth up the beggars from the dunghill, to set' 
"them among princes. When I have been sitting iiii 
" the high gallery among Friends, I have wondered at 
"it, there were none of my predecessors, that I ever 
"heard of did appear in the ministry, except my deaf 
"mother, before I had a being, as I was informed? 
"and some said 1 got her gift. John Hunt prophesiei' 



of me before he knew me, in (he meeting I belonged 
to, that there was there, who would not be concernetl 
for purse nor scrip, neither two coals, but would go 
*' forth and publish the glad tidings of the Gospel." 
At another time she said, " I believe I have a great 
" deal to go through before I am released ; for what 
"cause ! know not; may I be preserved in patience; 
" whether it be on my own account, or to strike a fear 
"in the beholders, I cannot tell, but this I know. 
" that a death-bed is a searching thing ; it is then that 
" the grasshopper becomes a burden, and if so, what 
"must great sins be?" 

♦mo. 1 1 th. On taking leave of her daughter, 

Susanna Judge, who was under a necessity of going 

home, she said, "If thou hearest of any sudden change 

"do not be over mucli surprised, for about seven 

months past it has been a time of weaning by little 

and little, and thou well knowest we are to look for 

succour to that Hand which has been thy poor 

mother's support from her youth up, who has been 

one of sorrows, and much acquainted with grief; 

my latter days have been the easiest, but i have 

never forgotten the wormwood and the gall; and 

this I would have my Friends to know in the land 

of my nativity, as some there, (though very few) 

said I should grow proud, if ever I grew rich ; 

therefore, 1 would have them to know, {not for my 

sake, but for the precious testimony's sake) that the 

' southern breezes have not yet soothed so as to make 

me forget myself; it is true, this has been a pleasant 

spot to live in, with an agreeable companion, and I 

believe it was nothing short of the good Hand which 

so provided for me, but my heart has not been in it." 

This evening she said she felt herself worse, and 

gave directions about her coftin, which was to be of 

oak, showing her humble attention to the wood most 

common in the land, rather than to tbe customs which 

have prevailed in this respect; and bow she would 

have things ordered in laying her out, which was with 

exemplary plainness. 
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4mo. ISth. She desired me to attend meeting this 
day, saying; — '"My place is here to struggle with my 
" bodily afflictions for a season ;" and, in the afternoon, 
she said, " I thought the coast had been clear, that I 
" might have launched out of time, into the ocean of 
"eternity ere now, as a boat well fitted out; but I wm 
" mistaken, and now I am still resigned to Hia willj 
"who has a right to do as He pleaseth with his own: 
"I murmur not, nor dare to say what doest thou?" 
She continued some time speaking of the Lord's good- 
ness to hia people, concluding with lively supplica- 
tions to Him whom the virgin souls love; that He 
would preserve His little lambs in His holy inclosure, 
out of the reach of the Devourer. 

4mo, 19th. John Perry, and divers other dear 
Friends were here, John sat and looked at her as she 
lay in a quiet sleep, and being fearful of disturbing 
her, slipped away without speaking to her. Upon 
being asked what he thought of her, he replied : He 
thought she was a child of heaven, and desired none 
might he too anxious for her long continuance here, 
but that her near connexions might give her up cheer- 
fully. When she awoke, I told her, John Perry had 
been to see her, and desired his love to her ; she 
it was acceptable, and bid me when I saw him, to 
give her love to him in return, and to address him in 
the language of Joseph to the butler, " When it is 
well with thee remember me," The same morning, in 
the hearing of a few friends, she cautioned against a 
light chaffy spirit getting up in a show of religion; and 
was further led to thrash the hypocritical ungodly 
Quakers. She signified that a terrible day would 
overtake those sooner or later: After Friends were 
gone, I told her a tender mind then present took part 
of her testimony this morning to herself. She an- 
swered, she ought not to have done so, for she did 
not think it belonged to any that were present ; but 
the states of some individuals at a distance were re- 
vealed to her in such a striking manner, that she could 
not help expressing herself in that way. 



5mo. 1st Last evening, as I sat by my dear wife, 
she had a severe struggle for some time, breathing 
with great difficulty, as though her dissolution was at 
hand, but, recovering a little, got some rest. This 
morning, on my asking her how she did, she an- 
swered, "A calm before a storm." And about two 
hours afterwards she told me she was apprehensive 
of a violent return of the disorder, and doubted her 
getting through it; therefore she chose to take leave 
of me; which she did in a most solemn and affecting 
manner, none being present at that time. She then 
asked for Anne Emlen, who had just stepped out, 
for that she had felt the sympathy of her spirit in 
some conflicts heretofore, and said she would like to 
have her near to her; to whom, on her coming in, 
she said: "O my dear creature!" and then after a 
pause, said; "O my dearest Redeemer! help me if 
" it be thy will, until the thread be cut, and then ! 
" then ! be pleased to be with my dear husband 
" in every gloomy season, when he may have none to 
"unbosom himself unto." And after panting a while 
for breath, she proceeded in a lively supplication to 
the Almighty, that he would be pleased to preserve 
hia people in general ; and particularly the beloved 
rising youth, not only out of the bye-waya, and 
crooked paths, but from the subtle transformations of 
Satan, in his appearances like unto an angel of light. 
After this, being helped beyond her expectation, she, 
with great composure of mind, directed where to get 
the articles for laying her out, which were prepared 
for that purpose, that no hurry might be at so solemn 
a time; as she had been grieved to see people at a 
loss how to come at things on such occasions, saying, 
every thing necessary should be at hand; and was 
most easy to mention it before she grew weaker, and 
unable to speak about it. 

Whilst suffering under a severe return of her ill- 
ness, on my feehng for her pulse, she signed to me to 
pat my finger on her arm; and then, with difficulty, 
asked if I did not feel it there; I answered, "Yes." 
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"Ah, then, (said she) there is reason to hope thai 
"I shall soon go; it was so with my dear auat 
"Ehzabeth Jacob, and she was soon released; who 
"was one eminent in her day for the turning many 
" to righteousness ; and is now reaping the reward aS 
"her labours; and oh! I hope soon to join her spirit 
"and the spirits of the just, O may the distant. 
" branches of her family walk in her steps. May her 
"grandson, and his spouse, with their children, walk 
"in hers, and dear Isaac's footsteps! 0! my dear, 
" remember my endeared love to them ; gratitude still 
"fills my heart to that family: also to Friends in 
" Wateribrd, in general." This, though an affecting 
day, is to be remembered, for the fresh descending! 
of heavenly love on my dear wife, supporting her 
in great distress of body, to the baptizing, in degree,i 
the minds of all present, under the laver of Divinei 
Grace. 

5mo. 2nd. A day of more ease, which excited 
thankfulness: In the evening, as we were moving 
her, she prayed that she might be thankful enough ; 
saying, there were ten lepers cleansed, and hut one 
of them returned to give thanks; adding, "O that 
may be of the thankful number." 

5mo. 3rd. A distressing time in the morning, I 
could not leave her to go to meeting. Two young 
women called to see her, she was scarcely able to 
speak to them, but after they had taken leave of her, 
and turned their backs, she, not knowing their names, 
told me she desired (o speak with the tallest, whom, 
on returning, she tenderly exhorted to faithfiilneas, 
though difficulties might attend it, yet the Lord would 
help her through ; and to the youngest she said, 
" Dear child, be humble, for it is in the low valley 
"of humiliation the Lord will teach of his ways," 
&c. They both departed in floods of tears. The 
same evening, speaking of some, who, full late, had 
paid regard to her painful exercise, and faithful ex- 
hortation. Concerning them, she said, "Well would 
"it have been for the old world, had they taken warn- 
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*' ing at the sounding of the hammer, in building the 
" ark, they might, peradventure, have thereby escaped 
" destruction !" 

5mo. 4lh. Much difficulty and distress attended 
her this morning. She cried, " O come, dearest Lord ! 
"and lake me to thyself, even into thy heavenly 
"kingdom, of the joy of which I have a foretaste!" 

Smo. Oth. First day of the week, with a sweet 
and heavenly voice, she said, " O ihou Physician of 
"value ! come quickly, and take me into Paradise, for 
" I long to be with thee there." 

Smo. 7th. Repeating her desire to be dissolved, 
if it was the will of her great Lord and Master, 
about midnight, there appeared an alteration, and 
the family were called up. On my coming to sit by 
her, she desired me to lower her head, and I should 
see how it would be ; which I did. She asked for 
water in a spoon, which I administered several times, 
as she called for it, guiding it to her mouth with her 
hand, and perceiving some stir, she desired that all 
might be quiet ; she then seemed composed, breathing 
with less difficulty, but sometime after, desired me to 
ask a person, who sat at a distance in the same cham- 
ber, what she thought of her ; I did so, and returned 
for answer, that she thought she would not be long 
here ; but added, " That is no terror to thee ;" she 
answered " no," and laying a considerable time without 
speaking, I asked her quietly if she wanted any thing; 
she said, " No my dear heart!" her son Robert, and 
Nancy Erolen, sitting by her, she reached forth her 
hand with a look of endearing love, and drew each to 
her, and kissed them, saying : " O my son ! dwell 
under the weight;" (alluding to his confession made a 
few days before, that the uneasiness he had caused 
her through his transgressions, was as a millstone 
about him ; asking her forgiveness) and awhile afler, 

I she added, " Mayst thou be saved." She reached her 
^nd, took hold of mine, and kissed it, to take her 
■pe of me ; I returned the salutation in the same 
Knner without a word ; then putting her hsjuU ■jnde.'c 
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the clothes, aa if going to rest, she in a short time, 
passed away quietly, about the fourth hour in the 
morning, like one falling into an easy slumber; such 
awful solemnity, attended our minda at that time, as 
entirely forbade every degree of anxiety. Friends 
both far and near, being much affected, manifested 
great love and alFection, in visiting her during her 
illness, which she frequently remarked with gratitude 
to the great Author of love, who had given her such 
place in the aSections of his people. 

It was the 8th of 5th month, 1781, that she de- 
parted this life ; her remains were interred on the 1 1th, 
at Uwchlan, attended by a very great concourse of 
people, on which occasion a solid meeting was held ; 
and was, indeed, a good meeting, agreeable to her 

firospect in the early part of her illness. It was the 
argest and most respectable funeral ever known there. 
Our dear Friend, Samuel Emlen, on beholding her 
remains, which still retained a most solemn appear- 
ance, expressed himself audibly in the hearing of many 
people, as follows: "Having served God in her 
" generation, she ia fallen asleep in the Arras of Ever- 
"lasting Mercy: Oh! what a comfort!" 



" Although they, who are departed hence, in the 
Lord, can receive no addition to their happiness, by 
any testimonial of their surviving friends, however 
juat i yet to the wise in heart, precious is the memory 
qf i/ie trull/ pious and upright, whose humble walk- 
ing in the fear of God has livingly witnessed against 
the appearance of evil in its various transformations ; 
their conformity in spirit and practice to the holy law 
of the Lord, evincing the delight and benefit to be 
found therein ; for " Verily, there is a reward for the 
righteous ; verily he is a God that judgeth in the 
earth," Psalm Iviii. II. 

" What scene in this life more dignifies humanity I 
what school is more profitably instructive than the 
death-bed of the righteous, impressing the under- 
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understanding with a convincing evidence, that they 
have not followed cunningly devised fables, but solid 
substantial Truth ; that there is a measure of Divine 
Light and Grace in man, which, if duly minded and 
obeyed, is sufficient to preserve through all the 
vicissitudes in life; lo give him the victory over his 
spiritual enemies, and in the end over death, hell, 
and the grave ?" 

"It is right, therefore, that the remembrance of 
those should be preserved, whose lights have so shone 
before men, as to excite the beholders of their good 
works to glorify God, the original, and source &om 
whom all good is derived ; and though being dead, the 
lustre of their pious example through lite, and on 
the approach of death, may continue to speak the in- 
viting language, — 'Follow us as we lutve followed 
Christ: " 



WILLIAM PENN 



While in Pennsylvania, undertook ajourney through 
the province and territories as a minister of the gospel. 
Among the places he visited in this capacity was 
Haverford; an anecdote is recorded of him whilst 
going thither, which is worth relating. A Friend 
of the name of Rebecca Wood, when a little girl, 
used sometimes to walk from Derby, where she 
resided, to Haverford meeting. One day as she was 
walking along, she was overtaken by a Friend on horse- 
back, who proved lo be William Penn. On coming up 
with her, be enquired where she was going, and with 
his usual good nature, desired her to gel up behind 
him ; and bringing his horse to a convenient place, she 
mounted, and so rode away. Being without shoes or 
stockings, her hare legs and feet hung dangling by the 
side of the governor'dliorse. Although William Fenn 
was at tliis time both governor and proprietor, he did 
not think it beneath him, thus to help along a poor 



barefooted girl in her way to meeting; -and sotwidi* 
standing tlie maxims and customs of the world, these 
little kind offices to those in low stations in life, were 
so far from lowering him in the estimation of those he 
was appointed to govern, that perhaps there never was 
a governor, who stood higher in the opinion of those 
governed by him, than William Penn. 



A PEACEFUL PROFITABLE OLD AGE. 



" In Virginia, near James River, I met with an 
aged Friend, whose name was William Porter. He< 
was ninety-two years of age ; and had then a daughtet 
two years old. Some years after, I saw him, and he 
was weeding Indian corn with a hoe. He was then 
about a hundred and six years of age, and had upwards 
of seventy children, grandchildren, and great grand- 
children. We went, (divers Friends) to see him, and, 
he preached to us a short but very af&cting s^moD, 
which was, as near as 1 remember, verbatim thusi 
' Friends, you are come to see me in the love of God. 
God is love, and those that dwell in God dwell in love. 
I thank God I feel His divine life every day and every 
night." 

" He lived to see his above mentioned daughter 
married, and died aged one hundred and seven years.*' 



Jiihn Harrisim, I'rinUr, MarkeUitrset, Manchealer. 



